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Cemetery Commission Meeting
Wednesday, March 19, 2008

. Draft of Discussion

PRESENT:

Cathy Morrison Member
Charlotte Shifflett Town Personnel
Albert (Bill) Davis Chairman
Absent:

Scott Baugher Lillian Nicholson Joyce Stevens

Betty McGahey Gerald Monger

Old Business:

A business meeting was not held due to the fact not enough members were in attendance to
constitute a quorum.

Discussion:
Pursuant to the expired contract of the caretaker new suggestions were received to continue
writing a final draft to submit to members for approval.

Bill Davis/Chairperson Charlotje Shifflett/Admin. Secret











Cemetery Commission Meeting
April 29th, 2008

PRESENT:

Lee Dearing Council Representative
Charlotte Shifflett Town Personnel

Albert (Bill) Davis Chairman

Cathy Morrison

Lillian Nicholson Joyce Stevens

Betty McGahey Gerald Monger

Old Business:
A special meeting of the Cemetery Commission was called by Chair Person, Bill Davis with
the intent to review and vote on the new contract for the Caretaker.

Several words were changed at various places throughout the draft.

Cathy Morrison made a motion to accept the Draft of “Lawn and Maintenance Contract for
the Elk Run Cemetery” as set forth by Town Attomey and only after changes have been
made as requested by the Cemetery Commission. This motion was seconded by Joyce
Stevens.

Voice Vote = 6-0

Motion Carried

Discussion:
Pursuant to the expired contract of the caretaker several corrections were received to
continue writing the final draft.

Pathforward;
Vice Mayor and Council Representative, M. Lee Dearing will present the suggested changes to Town Attorney,
Lauri Sigler.

New Business:

Scott Baugher submitted his resignation due to his busy schedule and commitments to his
family due to iliness. The Cemetery Commission members would like to express their
gratitude for the time that Scott served as a member and everyone wishes him success in
the future. Thanks Scott !/

The next meeting agenda will include the letter mailed to Commissioners by Ruth Anne
Kibler regarding uniformity of flowers, monuments etc. located in Elk Run Cemetery.

The next Quarterly meeting is scheduled for June18, 2008 @ 6:00pm at the Old Council
Chambers located 173 W Spotswood Avenue

Bill Davis/Chairperson C‘ha%att¢ Shifflett/Admin. sﬁb etary
/











Cemetery Commission Meeting

DRAFT June 18, 2008 @ 6:00 pm
PRESENT:

Lee Dearing Council Representative
Charlotte Shifflett Town Personnel
Albert (Bill) Davis Chairman
Cathy Morrison Lillian Nicholson
Joyce Stevens Betty McGahey
ABSENT:

Gerald Monger

Guests:

Evelyn Birill Hazel Simmons

The meeting was called to order by Bill Davis/Chair Person. Charlotte Shifflett led the group
in devotionals.

The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed. Lee Dearing made a motion to accept
the minutes as read, seconded by Joyce Stevens

Voice Vote = 6-0

Motion Carried

Discussion:
w Tree in Section 5
. The Rion's requested that the large pine sitting on their lot be removed.
. Bill and Charlotte will contact the owners involved.
. The tree may be elevated rather than removed
o Misconduct by the Caretaker toward a lot owner.
. The complainant(s) should file a Complaint Report which will be notarized by
Charlotte, and filed.
o Cemetery Commission Opening vacated by Scott Baugher
. The foliowing names were submitted as candidates:
1) Ronnie Merica

2) Raymond Mowbray
3) Timmy Mowbray
4) Karen Shifflett

After discussion a motion was made by Bill Davis to recommend Raymond Mowbray to Council. It
was seconded by Cathy Morrison and unanimously approved by the commissioners. This information
will be forwarded to the Council.
Voice Vote = 6-0
Motion Carried
O Place a notice in Valley Banner advertising quarterly meetings.
o Ruthie Kibler packet
This issue was addressed by the members. The members are aware that some lot owners
have abused the ordinance (Section 14).
. A committee consisting of Charlotte, Cathy and Lee will submit suggested
revisions to the existing rules to allow an owner (s) to have additional items if they
maintain the lot themselves.
o Charlotte was advised that Council has approved the fence project and she has permission to
proceed with the order and installation





New Business:

Mrs. Evelyn Brill approached the members and presented them with an old broken
footstone, along with many small pieces, she has gathered this mowing season. She was

very distraught since this came from a family lot and was irreplaceable to her.

Pathforward;

Cathy Morrison took the broken pieces and will check with Jim Miller @ Jem Stone about replacing the stone at
the Town’s expense.

Mrs. Hazel Hammer Simmons came to the meeting to discuss an unresolved issue which
was on hold with the Commission. She cares for the lot where her ancestors are buried and
several stones have been knocked over. She reported that her new stone located in
Section 10 has been scratched recently. If any more scratches appear she will hold the

Town responsible.

Pathforward:

Bill Davis will contact the Public Works Director, Tim Turner, and attempt to place the stones in a concrete slab in
order to preserve them in the future. He will report back to the Commission when it has been resolved to Mrs.
Simmon’s satisfaction.

Call Ran-Mar and advise them the road to the old building site is still a roadway, not seeded
as agreed upon.

Lee will have Denise mail Scott Baugher a letter of “Thanks” for time served on the
Cemetery Commission.

Cathy Morrison made a motion that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Betty McGahey.

The next Quarterly meeting is scheduled for September 17, 2008 @ 6:00pm in the Old
Council Chambers located at 173 W Spotswood Avenue

Bill Davis/Chairperson ﬁarl?'tte Shifflet/Admin. Secrétdry











approximately 1 foot in width and sit about 6 inches above ground. All the stones
would be level and lined up in the concrete slab.

Pathforward:

Bill Davis will contact the Public Works Director, Tim Turner, and attempt to place the stones in a
concrete slab in order to preserve them in the future. He will report back to the Commission when the
issue has been resolved to Mrs. Simmon’s satisfaction.

o Old Driveway
A Work Order has been written to Public Works Director. He will be bringing 2 loads of
topsoil. We would like to resolve this issue and get the grass planted soon.

Betty McGahey made a motion that we proceed with the Simmon’s project, seconded by
Cathy Morrison.

Voice Vote =3-0

Motion Carried

| A special meeting may be scheduled in the near future to hold a vote on several issues that
are pending. Date and time to be announced.

With no further business, Betty McGahey made a motion that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by
Cathy Morrison.

B Ry ORpsdde. £ hitpdt

Bill Davis/Chairperson Charlotte Shifflett/Admin. Secretary






Cemetery Commission Meeting

DRAFT September 17, 2008@ 6:00 pm

PRESENT:

Charlotte Shifflett Town Personnel

Albert (Bill) Davis Chairman

Cathy Morrison Joyce Stevens
Betty McGahey

ABSENT:

Gerald Monger Lee Dearing/ Council Representative

Raymond Mowbray Lillian Nicholson

The meeting was called to order by Bill Davis/Chairman

Old Business:

m Tree in Section 5
. The tree is gone after 3 years of campaigning by the Rion’s. The stump has been
ground and the memorial stone reset.
O Misconduct by the Caretaker toward a lot owner.
. The complainant(s) should file a Complaint Report which will be notarized by
Charlotte, and filed.
Pathforward:
Place on hold until a future meeting.
= Cemetery Commission Opening vacated by Scott Baugher has been filled
. The Cemetery Commission voted to forward Raymond Mowbray’s nomination to
Council for approval.
. Council approved Raymond Mowbray to become a member of the Cemetery
Commission.
. Members would like to welcome Raymond.

a) Ruthie Kibler
This issue was addressed by the members. The members are aware that some lot owners
have abused the ordinance (Section 14).
. A committee consisting of Charlotte, Cathy and Lee will submit suggested
revisions to the existing rules to allow an owner (s) to have additional items if they
maintain the lot themselves. Members received copies of the suggested changes in

their packets to review.
Pathforward:

Place on hold until a future meeting

a Charlotte was advised that Council has approved the fence project and she has permission to
proceed with the order and installation
. No action taken yet.

o Mrs. Evelyn Brill approached the members and presented them with an old broken
footstone, along with many small pieces, she has gathered this mowing season. She

was very distraught since this came from a family lot and was irreplaceable to her.
Pathforward:

Cathy Morrison took the broken pieces and checked with Jim Miller @ Jem Stone about
replacing the stone. He advised against using marble. He suggested replacing the base and
stone for an estimated cost of $600.00

o Mrs. Hazel Hammer Simmons came to the meeting to discuss an unresolved issue
which was on hold with the Commission. She cares for the Iot where her ancestors
are buried and several stones have been knocked over. She reported that her new
stone located in Section 10 has been scratched recently. If any more scratches
appear she will hold the Town responsible.

Mrs. Simmons agreed to allow the Town to pour a cement slab and place the stones
in it to prevent them from being damaged in the future. The slab would be










Cemetery Commission Meeting

DRAFT December 17, 2008@ 6:00 pm

PRESENT:

Charlotte Shifflett Albert (Bill) Davis

Raymond Mowbray Lillian Nicholson

ABSENT:

Cathy Morrison Joyce Stevens

Betty McGahey Gerald Monger Lee Dearing/ Council Representative

The meeting was called to order by Bill Davis/Chairman

The September minutes were reviewed and Raymond Mowbray made a motion to accept
them as written, seconded by Lillian Nicholson.

Old Business:

o Ruthie Kibler Issue 4

Suggested Revision

If the owner of a lot (s) would like to mow and care for their lot (s), this request should be placed in
writing to the Cemetery Director along with a phone number and address where you may be
contacted in a case of neglect to your lot (s). The parties involved should understand that the lots
are still under the control of the Cemetery Commission. If at any time the lot (s) become

overgrown, unsightly, or the main character and beauty of the grounds have been compromised, the
lot owner will be notified and given two (2) weeks to correct the situation. The Commission will have
the power to remove any and all items on the lot (s) to mow and trim to return the lot to the beauty
and symmetry of the grounds.

No votes will be taken at this meeting on the new revision. Bill Davis/Chairman would prefer to have
all the members attend a meeting before the vote is cast. .

O Mrs. Evelyn Brill and Mrs. Hazel Hammer Simmons /
The Public Works Department has poured a slab and set all the stones in cement to the satisfaction of
Mrs. Brill and Mrs. Simmons.

it should be noted that the Town will be held responsible for any further damages incurred to these
stones.

o Old Driveway
A Work Order has been written to Public Works Director. He will be bringing 2 loads of
topsoil. We would like to resolve this issue and get the grass planted soon.

o Street Name:
An additional name is needed since Elk Run Way was named to Elk Run Dr and became a
public street.

“Kites Way” has been suggested in honor of the Kite family.
. A poll will be taken by phone and if it passes Charlotte will place the order.

O Water
Some water faucets located in front of the cemetery are not functioning and will not be turned
on again. This issue occurred when a valve blew in the main line. Repairs may be done in
the spring.

] Vault
The vault will be buried upon arrival.





o Flowers
A member made an observation that a specific time frame should be established and
followed regarding the collection of dead and/or frozen flowers from burial sites. This should
be assigned to a designated individual and followed through by the Cemetery Director.

0 A new mower shall be needed if the Town continues the practice of furnishing a mower. With
the recent passage of the Procurement Act the caretaker job will need to advertised and at
least three (3) bids will need to presented. This decision should be made this winter rather
than late in the spring like last year when the grass got ahead of the mowing crew.

o A special meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2009 @ 6:00 pm. It is an important meeting
since we have issues that need to be resolved.

With no further business, Lillian Nicholson made a motion that the meeting be adjourned, seconded
by Raymond Mowbray.

Bill Davis/Chairperson Charlotte Shifflett/Admin. Secretary
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Cemetery Commission Meeting

January 30, 2008 DRAFT
PRESENT:
Betty McGahey Cathy Morrison Joyce Stevens
Gerald Monger Rupie Nicholson Lee Dearing/Council Rep
Albert (Bill) Davis Chairman
Charlotte Shifflett Town Personnel
Absent:
Scott Baugher
Guests:
Gene Kite Marty Shifflett Councilman Sigafoose

Chair Davis called the meeting to order. Charlotte Shifflett opened with a brief prayer.

D. Gene Kite:

Councilman Kite requested permission from the Chairman to address the Cemetery Commission. He
presented his views regarding hiring a full-time cemetery/maintenance worker. The job description
would require 6 months as a cemetery caretaker with the other 6 months being spent working with
maintenance personnel. Salary and benefits costs would play a major role in any change. He pointed
out both pros and cons and asked the Commission to give careful consideration for any decision
relative to this issue and do what is best for the town.

Mr. Kite continued by expressing gratitude to the Commission for the time and effort they spent recently
resolving an unexpected request to place a mausoleum within Elk Run Cemetery. An area was
designated for any future requests that may be presented. He reiterated the fact that Council does
consider recommendations voted on and forwarded to them by members of commissions. Keep up the
dedicated, hard work!

J. Marty Shifflett:

Town Superintendent Shifflett attended the meeting to discuss a quote given by Anderson & Associates
that would place Elk Run Cemetery on the GIS web site. Currently, the Rockingham Historical Society
has our cemetery available on the internet but records do not match our map which uses blocks rather
than rows for identification. Anderson’s quote would require some surveying and new technology to
make this work.

Marty also emphasized that current maintenance personnel and Charlotte, Cemetery Director have
developed a good working relationship and the crew is responding to Work Orders as they are
submitted.

Steve Sigafoose:

Counciiman Sigafoose will look into an old issue regarding the theft of a banjo case from the Cook
Family grave sight. The item was found later along Bloomer Springs Rd in McGaheysville. The Elkton
Police Department was involved in initiating a report.

Councilman Sigafoose had a question “Is Mr. Merica currently working under a signed contract?” The
reply was “no”.

Mr. Davis continued the meeting by reviewing the quarterly minutes from the September 19, 2008
meeting.

Old Business:

file://P\Common\CEMETERY\MINUTES\Minutes 2008\jan 30.08.htm 2/4/2008
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o Street signs will be posted.

Code Updates: Charlotte needs to check with the attorney.
Pathforward:
e Lauri Sigler will be looking at these codes and getting them written into the by-laws.

Headstones:
Pathforward:
Bill is waiting for Hazel Hammer Simmons to contact him; her family may do this project themselves.

Fence:

Charlotte presented quotes for continuation of the fence. She may request the Daily News Record to
do an article with the anticipation that some relatives may read the article that do not have access to
the Valley Banner.

Cathy Morrison made a motion that we make a recommendation to Council that we move forward with
the fence project. Joyce Stevens seconded the motion.

Voice Vote 6-0

Motion Carried

Trees:

A family submitted a request to have the Walnut tree, located in Section 12 removed. If a decision is
made to remove this tree and other existing Walnut trees a quote should be obtained from at least two
vendors.

Pathforward:

Bill Davis will check with Charlotte and see how many family plots will be affected.

Bill Davis, Chairman moved that we go into closed session at this time (7:00 pm)

The following issue was discussed in closed session:
Mowing Contract:

New Business:

Following the closed session a committee was appointed to write a Job Description to be presented
with the Caretaker Contract. Lee Dearing will act as Chairman with Cathy Morrison and Gerald Monger
as representatives

A motion was made by Betty McGahey to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Rupie Nicholson. The
next quarterly meeting is scheduled for March

Submitted by:
Charlotte Shifflett
Acting Cemetery Director

Bill Davis/Chairperson Charlotte Shifﬂett/Admin. Secretary
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